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P
resident D

onald T
rum

p's pow
er rests on 

backing from
 w

hite, self-identifying evan-
gelical C

hristians. A
round three-quarters 

of this group of A
m

ericans voted for him
: 

fou
r ou

t of five con
tin

u
e to ap

p
rove h

is 
presidency. 

T
heir support of the P

resident is m
uch 

greater than that from
 w

hites in other reli-
gious segm

ents —
 he has a sm

aller lead am
ong 

w
hite C

atholics and 'm
ainline' P

rotestants 
—

 and this in turn exceeds his support in 
the population as a w

hole. T
he great m

ajor-
ity of H

ispanic and black C
hristians, and 

of all A
m

ericans w
ithout religious affilia-

tion, oppose T
rum

p'. E
vangelicals com

prise 
ab

o
u
t a q

u
arter o

f th
e U

S
 p

o
p
u
latio

n
, 

and over three-quarters of these are w
hite2. 

P
resident T

rum
p's support am

ong w
hite 

evangelicals is a political base of m
assive 

im
portance. For this segm

ent to have deliv-
ered the W

hite H
ouse to a m

an w
ith no 

prior political experience, no popular m
ajor-

ity and no record of C
hristian belief is a 

m
atter of w

onder. T
he T

rum
p P

residency 
is w

hite A
m

erican evangelicals' gift to the 
w

orld. W
hat m

ade them
 do it? 

C
a
n

a
d

a
 a

n
d

 U
S

 
T

hough w
ritten w

ell before T
rum

p's tri-
um

phant assault began, D
r L

ydia B
ean's 

b
o
o
k
 o

ffers an
 an

sw
er. S

h
e g

rew
 u

p
 in

  

C
anada and in the southern U

SA
, in a house-

hold that w
as vigorously evangelical and 

politically left-w
ing. She now

 leads a T
exan 

C
hristian foundation w

orking for econom
ic 

and racial justice. P
reviously she w

as an 
academ

ic sociologist in a B
aptist university 

in T
exas. For research tow

ards her H
arvard 

doctorate she participated in congregational 
life in four churches —

 tw
o on each side of 

the border betw
een C

anada and the U
S

A
 

—
 taking care to ensure they w

ere 'm
atched' 

so that com
parison could be reliable. S

he 
observed, recorded and analysed w

hat m
ade 

congregations tick politically. T
his w

ork 
took place betw

een 2004 and 2008, during 
the second term

 of the G
eorge W

. B
ush 

presidency. B
y the tim

e this book appeared, 
the U

SA
 w

as into President O
bam

a's second 
term

, and less attentive observers thought 
that the R

eligious R
ight w

as past its peak. 
T

hree years on, this book is of im
m

ediate 
contem

porary interest. 

H
o
w

 w
e v

o
te 

D
r B

ean found C
anadian and U

S congre-
gations shared sim

ilar thinking on the B
ible 

and how
 it should apply to daily life. B

ut 
—

 as A
ndrea H

atcher also finds in E
ngland3  —

evangelicals outside the U
SA

 do not vote on 
this ticket. T

hey exercise their vote in m
uch 

the sam
e w

ay as citizens generally —
 on the 

basis of, say, econom
ics and social policy. 

B
y contrast, A

m
erican evangelicals are over-

w
helm

ingly R
epublican because they see it as 

the C
hristian thing to be. Som

e are closer to 
the D

em
ocrats on such issues as health care, 

education, w
orker rights and equality, but 

they w
ill not identify as D

em
ocrat. Strong, 

subtle pressures com
e from

 w
hat D

r B
ean calls  

`culture w
ar captains' in the congregations, 

w
ho give out influential clues about voting 

behaviour. T
hese 'captains' are not necessarily 

in positions of form
al leadership. 

D
r B

ean provides an excellent sum
m

ary 
of the w

ell-know
n history of the R

eligious 
R

ight takeover of w
hite evangelicalism

 in the 
1970s, but w

arns against treating this back-
ground as currently relevant. R

eligious R
ight 

voting no longer results just from
 'top dow

n' 
alliances betw

een pastors and party strategists 
(though these continue to be significant). It 
is em

bedded in congregational culture as part 
of the C

hristian 'identity'. W
hite evangelicals 

observe a sharp frontier betw
een them

selves, 
as 'conservatives', and 'liberals' w

ho are seen 
as anti-C

hristian. T
his is not considered 

`political' —
 'politics' is a dirty w

ord —
 but as 

religious. L
ike C

hristians anyw
here, they feel 

a duty to give practical support to the dis-
advantaged, but for A

m
ericans, this should 

be a church m
inistry to the unregenerate. 

W
hereas C

anadian believers see state w
elfare 

policy as a proper expression of com
m

unity 
solidarity —

 som
ething for C

hristians to be 
proud of —

 A
m

ericans see state w
elfare as a 

reproach to the church's failure to do its job. 
In short, they understand the church and the 
state to be in com

petition w
ith each other. 

C
h

r
istia

n
 n

a
tio

n
?
 

D
r B

ean identifies 'religious nationalism
' 

as the basis for all this. W
hite A

m
erican evan-

gelicals see the 'nation' as properly C
hristian. 

B
eing part of the church is to be joined to a 

distinct nation, and grow
ing the church is 

an act of nation-building. T
his belief is not 

articulated: its adherents do not reflect using 
the tools of political thought. It is absorbed 
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i. ocai C

hk,rdies and P
artisan D

ivides 
in

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates.an

d
 C

an
ad

a 

into religious outlook and practice. 
T

he attraction of the current P
resident 

to w
hite evangelicals is not explained by 

any reasoned biblical understanding of the 
church's relationship to the w

ider social 
order, but rather by this visceral nationalism

. 
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